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Regular School Board Meeting

January 24, 2011 
5:30 p.m.                           
PRESENT:


Ms. Shannon Blatt, president, called the meeting to order.  Other Board members present were Ms. Jeannie Cole, Ms. Barbara Hathcock, Dr. David Hunton, Ms. Yvonne Keaton-Martin, Dr. Deanie Mehl and Mr. Wyman R. Wade, Jr.  Dr. Benny Gooden, superintendent, Dr. Gordon Floyd, deputy superintendent, and 
Ms. Carolyn Kincaid, executive secretary, were also present. 
The pledge of allegiance was recited and Mr. Wade spoke briefly about famous dates in the month of January.
 



The Board had no items to be removed from the consent agenda.  The consent agenda, including the December school board minutes, the December Financial Report and the Student Services Report, was approved unanimously.

SUPERINTENDENT'S
Dr. Benny Gooden yielded to Dr. Gordon Floyd to review the
REPORT:


professional staff recommendation.




Recommendation for Employment




Venus N. Weaver
Ms. Cole made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hathcock, to approve the recommendation for employment.  The vote for approval was 7/0.
Dr. Gooden and Ms. Blatt presented certificates to Chaffin Junior High School Knowledge Master Open Team 8th and 9th grade: Samantha Black, Aziel Burnett, Erin Conrad, Lindee Cozort, Elise Everly, Brianna Gant, Brandon Hart, Leah Haynor, Ian Johns, Blake Larkin, Bret Pinter, Alex Saygnaphay, Sarah Swaim, Darby Taylor and Allison Thompson, first place, Knowledge Master Open Competition; and Chaffin Junior High School Knowledge Master Open Team 7th and 8th grade, Middle School Division: Gavin Clark, Josh Cormier, Olivia Davis, Alaa El Khouly, Alex Emms, Chase Green, Abby Krehbiel, Vanessa Loveless, Eric McLain, Tariq Salem, Faith Schrader, and Scotty Vanthavong, first place, Knowledge Master Open Competition.
Mr. Wade made a motion, seconded by Ms. Cole, to approve a report compiled by the Arkansas School Boards Association reporting professional development hours for the Fort Smith Board of Education to be included in the January minutes.  The vote for approval was 7/0.  The professional development hours are submitted to the Arkansas Department of Education in September in accordance with Act 1775.

COMMITTEE OF THE
Ms. Blatt recognized Dr. Mehl for the Curriculum item in the
WHOLE REPORT

Committee of the Whole Report.
Dr. Mehl made a Committee recommendation to approve the Elementary Textbook Selection Committee for handwriting.  The vote for approval was 7/0. (A list of Committee members is attached).
Ms. Blatt recognized Dr. Mehl for the properties portion of the Committee of the Whole Report.
Dr. Mehl made a Committee recommendation to accept the low bid submitted by Crawford Construction in the amount of $174,400 for ADA modifications at Howard Elementary School.  The project is funded from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The improvements include installation of an elevator and related items to facilitate accommodations of disabled individuals at the multi-level school.
FINANCE


Ms. Blatt recognized Mr. Wade for the Finance Committee Report.  

COMMITTEE REPORT:


Mr. Wade yielded to Dr. Gooden to discuss the Qualified School Construction Bond Application.




Dr. Gooden informed the Board that the District is eligible for the latest round of Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCB).  These funds were included in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and the same type instrument previously used to secure bond financing at a zero percent rate.





Securing financing with QSCB’s will allow the District to proceed on top priority projects without delay.  The ADE deadline is February 28 and therefore action would be needed now to meet this deadline.
Mr. Wade made a motion, seconded by Ms. Keaton-Martin, to approve filing an application and accompanying resolution for $8 million in Qualified School Construction Bonds with the Arkansas Department of Education.  The vote for approval was 7/0

PERSONNEL


Ms. Blatt recognized Ms. Keaton-Martin for the Personnel Committee
COMMITTEE REPORT:
Report.

Ms. Keaton Martin made a motion, seconded by Dr. Mehl, to approve the disclosure for an FSPS employee whose husband may potentially 
provide contracted services with which are in the best interest of the school district.  The vote for approval was 7/0.
PROPERTIES


Ms. Blatt recognized Ms. Cole for the Properties Committee Report.
COMMITTEE REPORT:

Ms. Cole made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wade, to approve a stimulus change order at Trusty Elementary School for ADA Accessibility in the amount of a $5,484.89 deduct.  The vote for approval was 7/0.
BOARD MEMBERS

Ms. Hathcock noted that Ms. Alyse Eady, Ms. Arkansas, and first 
FORUM:


runner up to Ms. America, was a product of Fort Smith Public Schools. 




Dr. Hunton noted a letter to the editor in the Times Record

 in which a patron commented that the Northside and Southside High School gyms were dated and inadequate.




Dr. Hunton noted that the comments were warranted but that we continue to operate on millage that has not been increased since 1987.  He further stated that this gives the Board an opportunity to inform the public that a millage increase is needed for facility improvements of this type.
CITIZEN


There was no one present for citizen participation.
PARTICIPATION:



ADJOURN:


There was no further business and the meeting adjourned at 
5:55 p.m.
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Ms. Shannon Blatt, President







__________________________________







Dr. David Hunton, Secretary
