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Regular School Board Meeting

May 23, 2011

5:30 p.m.   

PRESENT:


Ms. Shannon Blatt, president, called the meeting to order. 

Board members present were Ms. Jeannie Cole, Ms. Barbara Hathcock, Ms. Yvonne Keaton-Martin, and Mr. Wyman R. Wade, Jr.  Dr. Deanie Mehl was not present.  Dr. Benny Gooden, superintendent, Dr. Gordon Floyd, deputy superintendent, and Ms. Carolyn Kincaid, Executive Secretary, were present.
The pledge of allegiance was recited and Ms.Yvonne Keaton-Martin gave the invocation.

 



The Board had no items to be removed from the consent agenda.  The consent agenda includes the April school board minutes, the April Financial Report and the Student Services Report.  Ms. Hathcock

made a motion, seconded by Ms. Cole, to approve the consent agenda.  The vote for approval was 5/0.

Dr. David Hunton joined the Board meeting at 5:45 p.m.

SUPERINTENDENT'S
Dr. Benny Gooden yielded to Dr. Gordon Floyd to review the

REPORT:


professional staff recommendations.

Resignations  
Barbara Karber
Scott Lampkin

Kelly Lyles

Jeri Olson

Tommy Rose

Shiloh Scott

Johnny Tarrant

Katy Walls

Suzanne Ryan





Retirements




Alyson Holbrook

Deronda Taylor

Karolyn Traw

Linda Williams

Mr. Wade made a recommendation, seconded by Ms. Cole, to approve the resignations and retirements.  The vote for approval was 6/0.

Recommendations for Employment
Kelly J. Bean
John W., Carney

Gregory D. Crawford

Rhonda V. Daniels

Emily R. Dlugosh

Kandrah J. Ferguson

Emily E. Guadagnini

Geoffrey T. Holloway

Nikki N. Kilgore

Justin S.A. Luttrell 
Claire M. McClure

Brittney R. McCutchan

Tamara M. Sangster

Anthony A. Schneider

Linda A. Southern

Danielle E. Turner

Debbie K. Upshaw
Ms. Cole made a motion, seconded by Ms. Keaton-Martin, to approve the recommendations for employment.  The vote for approval was 6/0.

Leaves of Absence
Tracy Risley
Jackie Sanders
Ms. Hathcock made a motion, seconded by Ms. Keaton-Martin, to approve the leaves of absence.  The vote for approval was 6/0.

Dr. Gooden and Ms. Blatt awarded certificates to PTA Reflections First Place Winners, Chaffin Junior High School-Allison Thompson, Dance, Senior Division; Tabi Bailey-Film, Middle/Junior Division; Lena Pham, Film, Senior Division; Najeeah Smith, Literature, Senior Division; Ramsey Junior High School-Bailey Whittington, Literature, Middle/Junior Division; Northside High School-Harlea Oxford,
Music Composition, Senior Division; Carol Harper, President Fort Smith  City Council of PTAs, 2011 Arkansas Outstanding PTA Council;  Journalism Awards, Arkansas Scholastic Press Association, Southside 
High School- Annie Bodiford, Hannah Barling, Yearbook Editors of the Year; Annie Bodiford, Hannah Barling, Yearbook, The Southerner All Arkansas Award, Liz Harms; Newspaper The Southworld, All Arkansas Award; Irvin Martinez Business Manager of the Year; Best of Show Winners-Graham Coffelt, Sports Column; Molly Reeves, Feature Photo; Hannah Barling, Student Life Design & Yearbook Sports Writing; Liz Harms, Personality Profile, Shelby Love, Yearbook Advertising; Taylor Enslow, Multicultural Feature, On-Site Winners-Natalie Mikles, Yearbook Advertising Design; Hannah Barling Yearbook Design; Liz Harms, First Place, Computer Newspaper Infographic; Kameron Morton, Junior High Writer of the Year; Southside High School Track Team, 7A State Track Championship; and Emilie Gray, Southside High School, high jump category.
Dr. Gooden informed the Board that graduation ceremonies will be held for Southside High School on Thursday, May 26, 7:30 p.m., and Northside High School will be on Friday, May 27, 7:30 p.m.  He also reminded the Board that the Partners in Education Luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7, 2011.

COMMITTEE OF THE       Ms. Blatt recognized Mr. Wade for the Finance portion of the
WHOLE REPORT:
         
Report.
Ms. Wade made a Committee recommendation to approve Morgan Keegan, with a low rate of 2.527985 rates, and an accompanying resolution necessary to complete the sale of the bonds to refund and reissue the 2006 issue.  This reissue will save the District approximately $605,114 in interest. The vote for approval was 6/0.

Mr. Wade made a Committee recommendation to approve a resolution to apply for Qualified Zone Academy Bonds in the amount of $4,000,000.  The vote for approval was 6/0.
Ms. Cole made a Committee recommendation to approve Change Order No. 5 for $21,178 at Northside High School.  The vote for approval was 6/0.
Ms. Cole made a Committee recommendation to approve G.A.G. Builders of Cabot, AR with the low bid of $3,141,566 for additions to Sunnymede Elementary School.  The vote for approval was 6/0.
Ms. Cole made a Committee recommendation to approve G.A.G. Builders of Cabot, AR with the low bid of $2,798,000 for additions to Euper Lane Elementary School.  The vote for approval was 6/0

Ms. Blatt recognized for Dr. Hunton for the Public/Student Affairs Portion of the Report.
Dr. Hunton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wade, to dispense with the reading of the student policies.  The vote for approval was 6/0.

Dr. Hunton made a Committee recommendation to approve the student policies for the first reading as follows:
Compulsory School Attendance - JEA
Student Classroom Assignment of Multiple Birth Siblings - JECAA
Guidelines for Excused and Unexcused Absences - JED
Student Conduct Not Permitted on School Premises - JFC
Student Dress Code - JFCA
Student Records - JO
The vote for approval was 6/0.

Dr. Hunton made a Committee recommendation to approve revisions to the Student HHHHandbook and to approve the entire Student Handbook.  The vote for approval was 6/0.
Ms. Blatt recognized Ms Keaton-Martin for the Personnel portion of the report.

Ms. Keaton-Martin made a recommendation, seconded by Dr. Hunton, to dispense with the reading of the personnel policies.  The vote for approval was 6/0.
Ms. Keaton-Martin made a Committee recommendation to approve the personnel policies for 2nd and final reading as follows:
Certified
Equal Opportunity Employer GBA
Funeral Leave GCBDBCC
Sick Leave GCBDBA
Improper Relationships GBCA (New Policy)

Electronic Communications GBCB (New Policy)

Bullying GBCD (New Policy)

Classified

Funeral Leave GDBDDA (Clerical) GDBDDAA (B&G/CN)

GDBDDAB (Paraprofessional)

GDBDDAC (Transportation)

Equal Opportunity Employer GBAA C(Clerical) GBAB (B&G/CN)

GBAC (Paraprofessional)

GBAD (Transportation)

Civic Duties GDBDH (Clerical) GDBDHA (Bldg & Grounds/CN)

GDBDHB (Paraprofessional) GDBDHC (Transportation)

Sick Leave GDBDB (Clerical) GDBDBA (B&G/CN)

GDBDBB (Paraprofessional)

Improper Relationships GBBAA (Clerical) GBBAB (B&G/CN)

GBBCAC (Paraprofessional)





         GBBDAD (Transportation)

Electronic Communications  GBBAB (Clerical) GBBBB (B&G/CN)
GBBBC (Paraprofessional)





         GBBBD (Transportation)




         Bullying GBCDA (Clerical) GBCDB (B&G/CN)




         GBCDC (Paraprofessional)




         GBCDD (Transportation)





         The vote for approval was 6/0.

Ms. Blatt recognized Ms. Cole for the Properties Committee Report that was not covered in the Committee of the Whole Meeting.  
Ms. Cole yielded to Dr. Gooden.

Dr. Gooden reported that as directed by the Board of Education, the District hired a consultant regarding the installation of field turf for both high schools.  After several weeks of making contacts, he reported that we have met the minimum threshold and raised more than one half of the funds needed to install the turf.  Fund raising Phase 2 begins to secure more donations.  We plan to begin construction immediately. 
Dr. Gooden informed the Board that bids were received today for the installation of synthetic surfaces at Jim Rowland Stadium at Southside High School and Mayo-Thompson Stadium at Northside High School and for the replacement of the surface in the Northside Activity Center.

Ms. Hathcock made a motion, seconded by Ms. Cole, to accept the recommendation of Tim Risley and Tim Cowan and award the bid to Beshears Construction Company for the stadium improvements/ preparation in the amount of $734,210, and to Mid- America Golf for the turf installation in the amount of $888,135, with $177,955 for replacement turf at the Northside Activity Center.  The vote for approval was 6/0.

CITIZEN


         Ms. Nicki Babb, Executive Director of the Crisis Intervention Center,
PARTICIPATION:
         was present.  She appealed to the Board to provide transportation for 





         the children of parents at the Center.  She stated that the Center had 




         no funds for this expense and that it was unsafe to walk to school due  

                                    to their circumstances.




        The Board did not take any action.




        Mr. Wade advised Ms. Babb that perhaps a nearby church, PTA        

                          member, or a Partner In Education volunteer would be able to help





        transport the children.
  .
BOARD MEMBERS
.      Ms. Cole noted that while attending the PTA Convention in Springdale,
FORUM:

       PTA board members praised Carnall Elementary School for having a nurturing environment for both students and families.
ADJOURN:

       There was no further business and the meeting adjourned at 
       6:30 p.m.








__________________________________








Ms. Shannon Blatt, President







__________________________________







Dr. David Hunton, Secretary
