

Field Trip

River Valley Nature Center

Our Reality:  In the past, students in core classes have rarely been given the chance to take part in educational field trip opportunities.  Field trips are most commonly provided through our fine arts classes (band and choirs) and school clubs (TAPPS, SOS, National Honor Society, Future Business Leaders of America, etc.).  Students who are positive contributors to the school, but are not members of these organizations, therefore are unknowingly slighted.       

Our Goal:  This year, we will plan and execute a field trip to the River Valley Nature Center in celebration of Earth Day (April 22).  Fifty students from each 7th grade science classroom will be given the opportunity to earn a chance to take part in the field trip.        


Strategies and Action Steps:

· Write Target Grant (due November 1) to acquire the funds necessary to pay for buses, drivers, and lunches.  

· Collaboratively establish a list of criteria which students must meet in order to be considered for the trip.  
· Using the procedures set in place by the school district, request approval for field trip.

· Correspond with the Nature Center to establish an agenda for the field trip.  

Responsibilities:

· Each teacher will be responsible for helping write the Target grant.
· Each teacher will be responsible for establishing the list of criteria for student consideration. 

· Each teacher will be responsible for preparing a lesson/activity to be used on the day of the field trip for students who did not qualify to go.

· Each teacher will be responsible for keeping up with the information sheets for their children going on the trip.  

Timeline:

· This goal will come to fruition on April 22, 2010.  
Lesson Planning
Current Reality:  Last year, lesson plans were not typed and turned-in in timely manner.  While collaborative sessions took place, the lessons plans themselves left a lot to be desired.  Not only were we not in compliance with school expectations, but the inclusion teacher was not kept up to date as she should have been.       

Our Goal:  This year, we will make sure to type and turn-in lesson plans in a timely manner.  Lesson plans will be given to the office as well as to the appropriate inclusion teacher. 
Strategies and Action Steps:  
· Assign blocks of time during the year which individual teachers will be responsible for typing and turning-in lesson plans. 
1. Jones:  2nd and 4th quarter
2. Hawvermale:  1st and 3rd quarter
· Continue to meet collaboratively into order to better plan.

Responsibilities: 

· All 7th grade science lesson plans will follow the lesson plan template provided by the administration. 
· Each teacher will be expected to turn-in lesson plans during their scheduled timeframe.
· The team will be expected to follow all curriculum guidelines as set forth by the district.  

Timeline: 
· This goal will begin on Aug. 19th and will continue until the end of the school year.  
Deep Processing Vocabulary 
Current Reality:  In the past, it has been observed that 7th grade students come to the junior high school with very little background knowledge within the realm of science.  This lack of schema makes internalizing vocabulary extraordinarily difficult.  This, in turn, gives them an immediate disadvantage on classroom and state administered exams.   
Our Goal:  This year, our goal is to attempt to counteract the lack of schema through deep processing of essential science vocabulary words.  This  
Strategies and Action Steps:  

· Meet with the literacy coach to obtain knowledge about the process of deep processing.  
· Develop a list of key vocabulary terms to deep process throughout the year.  
· Collaborate with sub-team members as well literacy coach to create and administer deep processing sessions.  

Responsibilities: 

· Each teacher is responsible for identifying target vocabulary words within each unit.  
· Each teacher is responsible for collaborating with the literacy coach for help when conducting deep processing sessions in class.  
· Each teacher is responsible for continued collaboration with their sub-team groups.  

Timeline: 

· This goal will begin on Aug. 19th and will continue until the end of the school year.

