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THANKS FOR KEEPING IT ‘POPPIN’!
Fort Smith Public Schools Executive Director of Student Services, Darian Layes and Zena Featherston Marshall,
Executive Director of Communication and Community Partnerships, handed out bags of popcorn with the tagline
"Thanks for keeping it poppin'!" to FSPS frontline workers including nurses, child nutrition staff, and facilities and
maintenance staff on Thursday morning. FSPS supported local business, The Popped Popcorn Company in Fort
Smith, through this fun way to say thanks. Popcorns snacks were handled safely and CDC guidelines were
followed during preparation and distribution.

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION INFORMATION
The continuing restrictions on large gatherings and requirements of social distancing will prevent Northside and
Southside High Schools from hosting prom events and other recognition ceremonies for the Class of 2020 in April
and May. Northside and Southside will not be able to schedule prom events outside of the normal school year.
Here are Dates for Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremonies:
• Northside High School 8 p.m. June 29 at Mayo-Thompson Stadium
• Southside High School 8 p.m. June 30 at Jim Rowland Stadium
The ceremonies have been planned later in the evening because of the normally high temperatures at this time
of year. An 8 p.m. start time should ease that burden a little.

The Fort Smith Convention Center (FSCC) will be the back-up location in the event of inclement weather. The use
of the FSCC will require a limit to seating of 4,000 people including graduates. This may also require a change in
the time and order of the ceremony to accommodate more people.
If the schools use this facility, tickets will be distributed to families based on the number of graduates who
confirm that they will participate in the event. The principals will provide more information about this
distribution process as plans are finalized. Students will need to pay careful attention and respond to any
correspondence that they send in the next few weeks. They will also be sharing important dates and deadlines
for completing classes and assignments that will help students to improve your grades, and the distribution plan
for caps, gowns and other graduation materials.
We recognize that our opportunity to use the June 29 and 30 dates are dependent upon orders from the
Governor that rescind current restrictions on large gatherings of people. Because of this, FSPS has also secured
July 6 and 7. Here is the schedule:
•
•

Northside High School 8 p.m. July 6 at Mayo-Thompson Stadium
Southside High School 8 p.m. July 7 at Jim Rowland Stadium

*The Fort Smith Convention Center will be the back-up location for these dates as well.

LEADERS IN LITERACY WEBINAR FEATURES FSPS
FSPS Dyslexia Coordinator Cathey Ford is presenting in the Leaders in Literacy webinar series on Wednesday,
April 22 at 1 PM Central. Her presentation, Sensory-Cognitive Instruction in Response to a State Dyslexia
Mandate, will discuss lessons learned, data results, longitudinal student performance changes, and the transition
to virtual instruction in light of the recent health emergency and school closures. You must be registered to hear
Cathey present, once the webinar is over, we will share the link to the recording of the webinar. We are so proud
of Cathey!

EMPLOYEE WELL-BEING: FSPS EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PLAN (EAP)
During this challenging time, FSPS would like to remind employees about its Employee Assistance Program (EAP).
The state of Arkansas replies on New Directions Behavioral Health as its EAP provider. FSPS employees and their
households can access EAP services at no extra cost to the participant: confidential counseling, legal services,
improving overall health, career development, and more. For more information and to access services, please
visit NDBH.com or call the 24/7 Helpline 1-877-300-9103.

SECURITY AND FACILITIES UPDATE
Fort Smith Public Schools Police
FSPS Police are still on post actively protecting our students, staff and buildings during COVID-19. FSPS Police are
currently assisting Student Services in contacting students who have not made contact with teachers during the
recent early school dismissal. Officers from the Fort Smith Police Department are also assisting with these home
visits.

VISION 2023 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATES
Construction continues at all sites. At Northside, Barry Street has been closed due to storm drainage installation.
Clearing and pad preparation continues at Northside for the Freshman Center and new gymnasium site.
At Southside, construction continues at the new secure front entry and office. The pad for the new gymnasium
at Southside is nearly complete. Follow @fspsconstruction on Instagram for more updates.

Great things are happening all over the district. Check out this time lapse of preliminary work on the Southside
High School Competition gym. We cannot wait for you to see the next one of the work at Southside. We will
share the time lapse at Northside in the coming weeks. Stay tuned!

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE ON EVALUATIONS FOR CERTIFIED STAFF
Due to the unusual events of this year, DESE has given districts the option to suspend TESS summative
evaluations for the 2019-20 school year. Administrators/supervisors may submit and put in EDreflect the
summative evaluations that have been completed and move teachers/staff to the next track. If you have not
completed them you do not have to submit or put anything into Edreflect and keep teachers/staff on the same
track and carry it over to the 2020-21 school year. Please notify Dr. Samantha Hall and Ms. Sherri Penix of the
2020-21 TESS tracks. If you have any special circumstances for specific situations, you may submit any
evaluations by the end of the 2019-20 school year.
DESE had made an earlier request that all TESS summative evaluations needed to be put into the E-Finance
system for the 2019-20 school year. That directive will be implemented in the 2020-21 school year. LEADS
evaluations will also be put into the system as well during the 2020-21 school year.

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE ON EVALUATIONS FOR CLASSIFIED STAFF
Due to the unusual events of this year, the district leadership has decided that if administrators/supervisors have
completed evaluations on your classified staff, you may still submit them to Human Resources. If you have not,
you do not have to submit any evaluations for the 2019-20 school year. If you have any special circumstances for
specific situations, you may submit any evaluations by the end of the 2019-20 school year to Human Resources.

STAFFING UPDATE
To see current FSPS job postings, please visit the TalentEd Application Center.

NEW SIGNS INSTALLED AT FSPS SCHOOLS
Fort Smith Public Schools installed new ‘Park & Learn’ signage today at its school campuses across Fort smith.
The signage indicates the best locations for FSPS students to access WIFI at each location. FSPS students can
access WIFI on their Chromebook devices, as the devices will automatically connect to WIFI at the location.
Students do not have to go to the school they attend to access the WIFI; they may visit any location to connect.
While FSPS schools remain
closed to on-site
instruction, online remote
learning continues. The
‘Park & Learn’ initiative
allows students to remain
socially distant while
completing their AMI
school work. FSPS
encourages students to
follow CDC guidelines for
social distancing while
accessing WIFI at these
locations.
WIFI is available for student
access at the FSPS locations
listed below. This new
signage replaces the
Millage 2018 Signage.

FSPS HELPDESK PORTAL
The Technology and the Information Services departments would like to introduce you to the new helpdesk
portal. The helpdesk portal allows you to create tickets, request service, ask questions and check the status of
your tickets and requests. Here you will find knowledgebase articles with documentation and other helpful
information. It is somewhat limited at the time, but please check back often as they will be continuously adding
new information. Staff should be able to go to the helpdesk portal and log in and click "Forgot your password?"
to receive an email authorizing you to reset your password so you can log in. Please use your
@fortsmithschools.org email address.
There is a chat feature located on the page, as well as on both department's FSPS webpages. Feel free to use the
chat feature, and a member of a team will help you as soon as possible. Current chat hours are from 9:00 – 3:00,
but tickets will be created for chats established outside hours, and someone will contact you.

THANK YOU, FSPS TECHNOLOGY!
We appreciate our terrific Technology Team, Wayne Hawkins and Vance Gregory, for coordinating a seamless
and successful virtual Board of Education meeting! Last night's meeting was the first virtual BOE meeting in FSPS
history. We are so thankful!

CHILD NUTRITION WEEKLY UPDATE
FSPS served 26,351 breakfasts and lunches from March 30 through April 3. In the four days from April 6-April 9,
FSPS served 27,863 grab-and-go meals. This brings the two-week total meals served following spring break to
54,000+.
With their process in good order, the Child Nutrition staff decreased their staff to 60 for the week of 4/6/20.
They are continuing to serve breakfast and lunch from 11-1 at all 19 elementary schools. They have also
determined that they can begin screenings at 8 a.m. instead of 7 a.m. and then prepare the food. They have
developed plans to meet stricter serving guidelines if that becomes necessary.

FSPS NURSES WEEKLY UPDATE
Last week we had 17 nurses working each morning to conduct health screenings for our food service employees.
The nurses are divided between four screening locations. Great efforts are being made to ensure no more than
10 people, including the nurses, are allowed inside the screening locations at any time. These screenings utilize a
screening tool distributed by the Arkansas Department of Education, that asks a series of questions and records a
temperature.
Approximately 100 food service employees were screened each day last week. The remainder of the nursing
staff continues making phone contact with students and families as well as updating protocols and maintaining
current eschool data.

FSPS GIVES BACK

Fort Smith Public Schools is asking students, families, teachers, staff and community members to help ‘share a
little joy’ during the COVID-19 pandemic by creating hand print art for those on the frontline caring for the Fort
Smith community. Anyone can participate, and FSPS will distribute the artwork throughout the community.
Deadline to drop off hand print art is Friday, April 17.

ENROLLMENT UPDATE

TOP WEEKLY POST

The top weekly post from the past week was announcing tentative dates FSPS has set for graduation. The post
was shared 105 times and reached over 11,000 people.

FSPS BINGO WINNER
In last week’s edition of FSPS Weekly, there was a bingo card. Filling it out and sending it to Addie Reith ensured
an entry to win a candy buffet to be used between Thanksgiving and Christmas for your classroom, provided by
Candy Craze. The names were put into a random selection generator to select a winner. Congratulations to
Melissa Wilson, from Ballman Elementary!

FSPS WORD SEARCH

We have another Candy Craze candy buffet to give away to be used between Thanksgiving and Christmas! Send
your completed word search to Addie Reith at areith@fortsmithschools.org by next Wednesday, April 23. The
winner will be randomly selected and announced in the next FSPS Weekly. If you need help, you can find the
answer key here. When you submit your search for the drawing, please submit your original word search, not
the key.

