
2020-2021 School Year
Blended Learning & 
Virtual School Plan

Blended Learning Plan, Kindergarten - Grade 9
Blended Learning Plan, Grade 10-12 
K-12 Virtual Schools



Starting Point

“It is strongly advocated that all considerations for the coming school year should start with a 
goal of having students physically present in school, but districts must also be prepared to shift 
to other instructional delivery methods should the need arise.”

Arkansas Division of Elementary & Secondary Education (DESE)
Response Levels for On-Site Learning



Providing for Continuous Learning

Regardless of current circumstances or model of instruction, Fort Smith Public Schools 
educators are committed to providing the best opportunities for FSPS students. 
� Parents may choose a Virtual option at Peak Virtual School, and at Northside and 

Southside High Schools. This option is for students and families who believe that 100% 
online learning is a good option to continue learning at this time. 

� An on-site, in-the-classroom, Blended option is also available. This choice is ideal for 
families who would like their children to continue learning in a classroom when possible. In 
this model, teachers will blend the advantage of on-site instruction with online learning. 

� The Kindergarten-9th Grade Blended model and the 10-12 High School Blended model 
are different. 



Options



Comparison: Kindergarten - Grade 9

Blended Learning Model

� Traditional, on-site learning
� Prepared to pivot to online learning
� Daily access to online learning materials 

& assignments
� School in session Monday-Friday
� Instruction by FSPS Teachers
� Masks required
� Access to AAA athletics & activities, 

on-site in Grades 7-12
� Bus transportation to/from school

Learning in this model is best for those who 
prefer on-site instruction for their student.

Virtual School Model

� 100% online, at-home learning
� Daily instruction or contact w/FSPS Teachers
� Requires Parent Support
� Materials & assignments, 100% online
� Learning continues at student’s pace
� Access to special services and support
� Access to AAA athletics & activities, on-site 

in Grades 7-12
� Grab & Go Meals
� No bus transportation

Learning in this model is best for those who 
prefer off-site instruction for their student.



Comparison: Grades 10-12

Blended Learning Model
� Traditional, on-site learning OR access to 

learning materials off-site through a flipped 
classroom model

� Teacher-initiated instruction
� Daily access to online learning materials & 

assignments
� School in session Monday-Friday
� Instruction by NHS and SHS Teachers
� Masks required when on-site
� Access to AAA athletics & activities, on-site in 

Grades 10-12
� Bus transportation 

Learning in this model is best for those who prefer 
teacher-paced instruction and flexible learning 
environments  for their student.

Virtual School Model
� 100% online, at-home learning
� FSPS teachers facilitate the learning process
� Materials & assignments, 100% online
� Learning continues at student’s pace
� Pearson Connexus curriculum
� Wi-Fi access required
� Access to special services and support
� Access to AAA athletics & activities, on-site in 

Grades 10-12
� Grab & Go Meals
� No bus transportation

Learning in this model is best for those who prefer 
off-site instruction for their student.



Blended Learning 
Elementary, Junior High

� Learning will be offered on-site beginning August 24, 2020.
� Teachers are preparing online lessons for every day of the school year for any 

students who may be at home.
� Students who are home due to illness, quarantine, or any other reason, will be 

able to complete daily assignments, take tests, and receive support from FSPS 
staff. Lessons will be prepared by their classroom teachers. Students may receive 
support from other trained, qualified instructional staff.

� Guided by the FSPS Student Handbook, parents will be responsible for screening their 
students for a temperature of 100 or above. Students and staff with temperatures at 100 or 
above should stay at home. 



Blended Learning 
Elementary, Junior High (continued)

� Although online lessons will be offered when necessary, many programs (like 
elementary reading instruction, for example) are best performed on-site in the 
Blended Model.

� At any point during the school year, a school could shift to completely online 
instruction due to school or district closure.

� Masks will be required for on-site instruction. 

� Each school is currently reviewing plans for student dining, hallway traffic patterns, 
playground procedures, etc. These could be unique to each school based on their 
building design and the size of their student population.

� Bus transportation will be provided at the beginning and end of the day. However, 
when possible, parents/guardians are encouraged to bring their students to school. A 
team continues to research methods to maximize safety on the bus. Masks will be 
required on buses. 



10-12 Blended Learning 

Flipped Classroom Model
� High school teachers will use the flipped classroom model for instruction this year. 

In this model, lessons/lectures occur by video or other media (live or recorded) 
and are watched by students at home. Then, students are able to attend on-site 
daily sessions with their classroom teachers to complete assignments. If a student 
understands a concept and is able to complete an assignment on their own, 
they would not need to attend a daily class. 

� Students should be prepared to take tests on-site. 
� Students will be expected to attend daily on-site classes if they are not able to 

maintain an average of C or above in any class.
� Students will have class schedules. 
� Schedules will be available online as soon as possible.



10-12 Blended Learning (continued)

� Students will need to attend athletics and activity classes on-site to participate. 

� At any point during the school year, a high school could shift to completely online 
instruction due to a school or district closure.

� Masks will be required for on-site instruction. 
� Each high school is currently reviewing plans for student dining, hallway traffic 

patterns, etc. These could be unique to each school based on their building 
design and the size of their student population.

� Students must have written permission from parent or guardian to leave campus. 
This permission form will be provided at the beginning of the school year. 

� Guided by the FSPS Student Handbook, parents will be responsible for screening their 
students for a temperature of 100 or above. Students and staff with temperatures at 100 or 
above should stay at home. 



K-12 Virtual School
Peak Virtual School, Kindergarten - Grade 9
Northside Virtual High School, Southside Virtual High School

� Virtual school students will attend all classes online. 
� Classes will follow a specialized virtual curriculum that is not the same as the 

curriculum followed by the traditional/on-site schools.
� Virtual students can participate in traditional/on-site athletics and activities at 

Junior High and High School if they provide their own transportation.
� Grab-and-go meals for virtual students will be available for pick-up. To maintain 

new standards for distancing, virtual students will not be able to eat breakfast or 
lunch with their traditional school classmates.

� A virtual high school student is considered a student of their FSPS high school and 
will receive a diploma from their FSPS high school when they graduate. 


